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 Workmanship Standards Committee 
 
Overview: 
The Workmanship Standards Committee ensures that all artwork at Artisans meets the 

Workmanship Standards.   

 
Essential Committee Tasks: 

 Works with Jury Committee in reviewing of new or prospective members artwork to 

ensure that it meets the Workmanship Standards. 

 Ongoing monitoring of artwork to ensure that all of it meets the standards. 

 Contact any artist who needs to make changes in their artwork to meet the standards. 

 
Associated with: 

 Jury Committee  

 Display Committee 

 
Communicates and Coordinates with: 

 Board members  

 Jury Committee  

 Display Committee 

 
Essential Skills for Committee Members: 

 Ability to communicate clearly and concisely with people. 

 
Guidelines: 

 Explained within this document. 
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Workmanship Standards 
Committee Guidelines 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ABSTRACT 
     Artisans’ Workmanship Standards are 
meant to define a minimum level of 
workmanship Artisans expects from any item 
offered by any prospective or current 
Associate or Consignor.  These standards are 
not meant to limit creativity, but they do 
affect the impression that a guest is left with.  
It is therefore, very important that these 
standards be met and when appropriate, 
exceeded. 
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Artisan Workmanship Standards 
 
 
Purpose:  Artisans’ Workmanship Standards are meant to define a minimum level of 
workmanship Artisans expects from any item offered by any prospective or current Associate or 
Consignor.  These standards are not meant to limit creativity, but they do affect the impression 
that a guest is left with.  It is therefore, very important that these standards be met and when 
appropriate, exceeded. 
 

 The Workmanship Standards will be referred to as appropriate by Artisans’ Jury 
Committee when reviewing applicants’ offerings.  They will also be used by the Display 
Committee and the Workmanship Standards Committee on an ongoing basis as 
works pass through the store. 

 
 Applicants whose items don’t pass review by the Jury Committee because of 

workmanship issues will be told about those issues.  Applicant will be offered the 
opportunity to rectify them, if possible. 

 
 The Standards will be referred to by the Display Committee and the Workmanship 

Standards Committee when monitoring Members’ works on display.  Members whose 
items are found to have issues will be notified.  If in the judgement of the Display 
Committee and the Workmanship Standards Committee the issue is serious, the work 
will be pulled from display for return to the member. 
 

 If the Display Committee and the Workmanship Standards Committee finds 
Members’ works to be repetitively at issue, the Board will be notified for consideration of 
corrective action. 
 

 Applicants and Members will have the right to dispute or appeal any adverse findings. 
 
Workmanship standards and score sheets exist in all known existing mediums.  There are those 
that apply only to a single medium.  There are also those that apply to multiple mediums.   
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3D Products 
3D Art is the process of making art using fabric, clay, wood, gourds, or another medium to create 
something beautiful and tangible. 
 
Handmade: All original works must be handmade by the Artist, where ‘handmade’ means artist-
produced using hands and tools.  Works must not be buy-sell or buy-assemble-sell. 
 
Technical Difficulty: The item must be of high-quality materials and constructed using high-
quality handmade techniques. 
 
Craftmanship: The item must show a high degree of craftsmanship and experience with 
materials.  

 Pottery:  
1. Cracks are not acceptable in functional pottery, especially at the juncture of handles 

added to pots.   
2. Cracking is acceptable if it is inherent in the design of sculptural pieces.   
3. Crazing on raku items is acceptable.   
4. Warpage that interferes with a lid fitting or an ability to stand straight is unacceptable.  

Slight warpage on an open shape like a mug or flowerpot is acceptable.   
5. Sharp or rough areas must be smoothed or ground off by the artist before they enter 

our gallery.  
6. Glazes with lead, barium, or radium are not acceptable.   
7. Pots that are very heavy at the bottom are a result of poor throwing skills.  An even 

balance is a goal of well-thrown pottery.  
8. Art is valuable when it is signed, including pottery and sculpture.  
9. Specks of iron exist in clay and do not show up until pots are fired, causing “Iron 

Spotting”.  It is not considered a problem.  
10.  Each piece of dishware such as bowls, plates, platters, trays etc. must be clearly marked 

as either food, dishwasher, microwave, or oven safe or decorative use only. 
 Fabric:  

1. Thread/yarn ends should be securely and inconspicuously woven into or otherwise 
secured to the back of the art piece.  Decorative fringe is an exception to this, or if the 
yarn ends are a design element of the piece.  Fringe should be securely knotted so as 
not to come loose during normal usage of a piece.  Fringe should also be evenly 
trimmed, unless it is a design element to be uneven.   

2. Seams should be neatly finished using even stitches.   
3. When working with multiple-colored yarns (stripes or other patterns), the color not 

being worked should be neatly carried up the side of the piece, or across the back in 
such a way that there are not long floats that can be caught and pulled.  

4.  Fiber content should be indicated for pieces not intended for display only, i.e. cotton, 
wool, acrylic, etc.   

5. Cleaning instructions should be included for pieces not intended for display only, i.e., 
machine wash, tumble dry, line dry, dry clean only, etc.   

6. If a piece is intended for young children, embellishments should be embroidered i.e., 
sewn-on buttons or beads that can be swallowed and choked on and shouldn’t be 
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used.  “Safety eyes” are also not safe for small children.  If used, items need to be 
marked as appropriate for children over 3 years old.    

7.  Items with long cords are a safety hazard for infants and small children.  If used, 
items need to be marked as appropriate for older children.    

8. Stuffed pieces should be securely sewn, and lined if necessary, so that stuffing doesn’t 
leak out.  Child safety notes come from U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission: 
https://cpsc-d8-media-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/pdfs/blk_pdf_281.pdf  

 
 Wood:  

1. Finishes with painted or other finishes shall be free of drips, sags, and other finish 
defects unless a feature of the item. 

2.  Items must not be left with visible tool marks unless tool marks are a feature of the 
piece.  

3. Glue joints shall be free of gaps and glued objects shall be free of glue drips and glue 
stains.   

4. Nails and other metal and plastic fasteners shall not be exposed. Metal items such as 
hinges and other shall be free of corrosion unless corrosion is a design feature.   

5. Products must not have sharp or rough areas.   
6. The base of the artwork which will sit on a shelf must be flat and even.  
7. Must be clearly marked as to type of wood and if it is either food, dishwasher, 

microwave, or oven safe or decorative use only. 
 
Design: Artwork and colors are pleasing. 
 
Originality: The artwork must not be similar in design to another artist currently at Artisans. 
Works must be originally designed and created.  Works may not come from a ‘kit’.  Member 
shall not exhibit any works whose design is copywritten by another.  Member is solely 
responsible for any claim of copyright infringement. 
 
Cohesive: Taking the artist’s total collection, each piece has similar techniques, tone and style to 
create unity. 
 
Presentation: See ‘Additional Criteria’ for ‘Wall Art’ standards.    
 
 

Glass Products 
Glass art refers to individual works of art that are substantially or wholly made of glass. 
 
Handmade: Originally designed and produced by the applicant using hands and tools; not 
machine made.  80% of the finished item must be attributed to the artist.  A handmade item may 
have a commercially produced component, such as, hooks, hanging loops, stands, as long as it is 
not the sum of the design.   
 
Technical Difficulty: Glass pieces are expected to exhibit a professional skilled quality finish.  
The following examples are assumed to be comprised of 100% glass, excluding frames or stands:  

1. Fused glass art panels tabletop or hanging;  
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2. Painted fused glass décor panels tabletop or hanging;  
3. Fused glass sculptures;  
4. Fused glass bowls, plates, trays, dishes, vases – decorative and functional;  
5. Fused glass candle votives and screens;  
6. Fused glass plant stakes; fused glass suncatchers;  
7. 3D fused glass castings (hearts, butterflies, flowers, dragonflies etc.) 

 
Craftmanship:  

1. Rough edges, sharp projections, scratches, chips or unintentional cracks or observable 
glue are not acceptable.    

2. Unsightly blemishes and flaws resulting from poor studio practices such as "devitrified" 
cloudy areas and uneven / lopsided shapes are not acceptable.   

3. Stained glass products must be well constructed with strong solder joins with smooth 
edges and free of tarnish unless it has a patina as part of the design.   

4. Finish must be free of burrs and/or sharp edges. 
 
Design: The total design must be an artistically designed and esthetically pleasing.   

1. Each piece of dishware such as bowls, plates, platters, trays etc. must be clearly marked as 
either food, dishwasher, microwave, or oven safe or decorative use only.   

2. Glass items on display without a stand must be stable enough to rest in a safe, secure and 
balanced manner on the shelf.  

3. Stained glass with hooks and hanging loops must be well attached and substantial enough 
to safely support the size and weight of the glass. 

 
Originality: Must be distinctive, recognizable as belonging to that artist not work that is 
designed or copywritten by another.   
 
Cohesive: Multiple pieces that are related by a similar technique to create unity.  
 
Presentation:  

1. Display components must be in good repair and free from soil and lint.  
2. Stands must have smooth edges that will not mar furniture.   
3. If displays are set on top of a glass case, the display must have protection on the bottom 

or display pads, to protect the glass.   
4. The stands used to display glass items must be of quality construction and substantial enough 

to firmly and safely support the weight and size of the glass.   
5. See ‘Additional Criteria’ for ‘Wall Art’ standards.    
 

Jewelry Products 
Jewelry consists of decorative items worn for personal adornment, such as, but not limited to, 
necklaces, rings, bracelets, earrings, brooches (pins), cufflinks.  Jewelry may be attached to the 
body or the clothes.   
 
Handmade: Originally designed and produced by the applicant using hands and tools; not 
machine made.  80% of the finished item must be attributed to the artist.  A handmade item may 
have a commercially produced component, such as, pre-made chains, clasps, ear wires, bezels 
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and jump rings, as long as it is not the sum of the design.  Jewelry items are produced and sold 
exclusively by those who have been approved and juried-in as jewelry artists. 
 
Technical Difficulty:  

1. Soldered join and seams must be free of gaps.   
2. Finish must be free of burrs and/or sharp edges.  
3. Metals need to be free of tarnish.  
4. Where appropriate, metals need to be polished (includes clasps and ear wires).  
5. Faceted stones, cabochons and beads must be free from defects (unless part of design). 

 
Craftmanship:  

1. Products must be free of observable solder and glue.  
2. The total design must be free from flaws, such as, missing or chipped beads or stones; 

uneven or unsecured stiches. 
 
Design:  

1. Example of metals that can be used: sterling silver, fine silver, Argentium® silver, silver 
plated, copper, brass, bronze, titanium, niobium, gold, gold filled or plated, white gold, 
rose gold, bi-metal, stainless steel, rhodium plated, palladium plated, platinum.  

2. Examples of beads that can be used, but are not limited to: stone, metal, bone, wood, 
glass, seed, paper beads and shell.  

3. Other items which can be used in jewelry by the jewelry artists, but are not limited to: 
resin, polymer clay, ceramic clay, natural wool felt, felt, leather, ultra suede. The total 
design must be an artistically designed and esthetically pleasing. 

 
Originality:  

1. Must be distinctive, recognizable as belonging to that artist not work that is designed or 
copywritten by another.   

2. Each piece of jewelry must have a tag that indicates the materials utilized (i.e., base 
metals, stones, cabochons, beads, fabric).   

 
Cohesive: Multiple pieces that are related by a similar technique to create unity. 
 
Presentation:  

1. Display components (for necklaces, bracelets, rings, earrings, risers, etc.) must be in good 
repair and free from soil and lint.  

2. If displays are set on top of a glass jewelry case, the display must have protection on the 
bottom or display pads, to protect the glass.   

3. Jewelry may not be displayed in boxes with cotton inserts.  
4. Each jewelry artist must have an available supply of appropriate packaging in their bin 

for customers. Packaging, such as, jewelry gift boxes, organza, cotton, burlap and/or 
nylon tie pouches. 

 
Examples of additional items (but not limited to) which may be produced by Jewelry Artists 
utilizing materials listed within the Jewelry Standards: small containers, barrettes, pins (i.e., 
lapel, hat), bookmarkers, keychains, ornaments. 
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Painting Products 
Mediums: - oil, watercolor, acrylic, gouache, pastel, drawings, charcoal, pencil.  
 
Handmade: Originally designed and hand-produced by the applicant using paints, brushes, 
knives or other instruments and tools.  Artwork does not come from a kit, workshop or pre-
printed. 
 
Technical Difficulty: Compare the artwork to other art viewed in that medium before - decide 
whether this artist is more talented than others you've viewed.  View all the artwork on display 
by the artist, some may be more impressive than others or appear better produced and may give 
an idea of one or two that are the best in the group.  Look at each work of art itself.  

1. Are they individually consistent?   
2. Are there places where you can see odd markings compared to another area within the 

same piece? Sometimes art may look rushed or strange, but if it is created in a similar 
fashion throughout the entire piece then the effect is most likely intentional.  If not, then 
that work may not be as good as some others that are more intentionally cohesive. 

 
Craftmanship:  

1. Does the painting show technical skill and attention to detail.   
2. Does the artist show proficiency in various mediums, techniques and materials in creating 

one-of-a-kind pieces.   
3. Does the art tell a story, evoke emotions and connect with people on a deeper level. 

 
Design: How do all the components of a painting come together to appear unified.  Separate 
sections of an artwork can appear cohesive or disjointed based on how the artist used different 
elements in an image. There are 4-keys to look for.  

1. Use of repetition or repeating elements in a painting can create a sense of unity and 
reinforce the overall composition.  This can be as simple as repeating a shape or color 
throughout the painting.   

2. Establish a color palette.  Using a color palette at the beginning allows one to ensure that 
the colors will be in harmony.   

3. Balance the elements:  this can be achieved through the use of symmetrical or 
asymmetrical compositions or through careful placement of elements in the painting.   

4. View as a whole artwork: step back and look at the overall effect created.   
 
Originality: Uniqueness - Does the art explore new subjects or old subjects in a way that hasn't 
been done before? When you look at the art, what, if anything is different in the work from all 
the other art you've viewed.  If something is different, does that unique quality distract from or 
enhance the art.  Look for art that stands out from the crowd but doesn't use gimmicks or cause 
distractions.  The work must be unique to the artist and not copied from another artist or teacher 
workshop. 
 
Cohesive: Do all the elements work together to create a cohesive composition with a strong 
sense of unity and balance? 
 
Presentation: See ‘Additional Criteria’ for ‘Wall Art’ standards.    
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Photography Products  
 
Photography is the process of capturing light to create an image. This is done through the use of 
a camera, either film or digital.  
 
Handmade: The use of image software (i.e. Photoshop, Lightroom, ON1, Luminar, etc.) to edit 
or enhance original images is acceptable. This includes composites, textures, artistic filters, 
removing objects, removing digital noise, etc.   

1. For the purpose of creating photographic standards for Artisans, an image created entirely 
using AI (Artificial Intelligence) is not to be considered a photograph. An image which is 
completely AI generated should be considered to be a different medium from 
photography (such as Graphic Art or Digital Art, etc.). The naming of the medium should 
be determined by Artisans (Board and/or Jury Committee). 

 
Technical Difficulty:  

1. The image is clear and in focus (not blurry unless it seems to be intentional and/or the 
artistic style of the photographer). 

2. Image has corrected exposure (not too dark or too light). 
3. Photographic prints are of high quality and resolution. 
4. Image is free from/has low noise (“Luminance noise appears as grainy black and white 

spots in an image. Color noise appears as colorful dots or pixels.” Adobe). 
5. If there is a horizon in the photographic print, that horizon is level. 

 
Craftmanship: A significant amount of skill and work should be evident in the creation of the 
photographic artwork. This is shown by the nature of the subject matter, by the clarity and 
definition of the artwork even in larger sizes and by the choice of composition or style. 
 
Design: Subject matter, colors and composition are pleasing. 
 
Originality: Photographic style is different from existing photographic artists at Artisans. 
 
Cohesive: Taking the artist’s total collection, each image has similar techniques, tone and style 
to create unity. 
 
Presentation: See ‘Additional Criteria’ for ‘Wall Art’ standards.    
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Artisan Workmanship Standards 
Additional Criteria 

 
General Criterial: 

1. All original works must be handmade by the Artist, where ‘handmade’ means artist-
produced using hands and tools.  Works must be originally designed and created.  Works 
may not come from a ‘kit’.  Works must not be buy-sell or buy-assemble-sell. 

2. Member shall not exhibit any works whose design is copywritten by another.  Member is 
solely responsible for any claim of copyright infringement. 

3. The item must be of high-quality materials and constructed using high-quality handmade 
techniques.  

4. The item must show a high degree of craftsmanship and experience with materials.  
5. Collaborative artwork shall be considered by the Board on an individual basis.  
6. The artwork must not be similar in design to another artist currently at Artisans.  If an 

applicant’s works is similar in design to another artist currently at Artisans, applicant may 
still be accepted, but put on a wait list. 

 
Wall Art: 

1. Images of artwork exclusively by the artist, such as photographs, paintings, or 
watercolors may be reproduced on any substrate such as: paper, canvas, wood, ceramic, 
metal, magnets, coasters, notecards, journals, keychains, bookmarks and luggage tags. 

2. A gallery wrapped canvas is acceptable if the work continues around the edges and no 
staples are visible from the front or edges.  The canvas edges may be of a solid color.  

3. Prints may or may not be limited in number.  If limited, the number must be on the left 
side in fraction form (e.g., x/yy i.e. 5/50) 

4. Artworks are signed and visible.  Signature is clear and appropriately sized. 
5. The backside of the piece must be free of blemishes. 
6. If backing paper is used to cover the back, it must be firmly attached to the edge of the 

frame. 
7. If used, mats must enhance the piece at the discretion of the artist and be free of dust, 

smudges, or other imperfections. 
8. Unframed artwork on paper should be matted and/or backed by a mat/foam board in a 

clear plastic sleeve.  
9. Frames must be undamaged, i.e., free from scratches, nicks, chips, peeling and other 

blemishes.  Frame joints shall be free of gaps.  Frame sides shall be securely joined and 
glued at their corners, no corner separation.  Frames shall not be warped unless it is 
intentional and part of the art. 

10. Wall art must be securely wired with no sawtooth hangers.  Screw eye hooks or D-rings 
should be attached about 1/3 down from the top edge of the frame.  The wrapped wire 
should be of a gauge that complements the weight of the piece and wrapped tightly with 
no raw ends that could injure a finger.  Hanging cords should be an appropriate thickness, 
and securely attached, to support the finished piece.   

11. Wall Cards: Original artwork must be clearly marked on wall cards as original, print, oil, 
watercolor, acrylic, gouache, pastel, drawings, charcoal, pencil, etc.  Each item of wall art 
must have two wall cards with the title of the artwork, artist’s name, medium, price, size 
and a printed price tag on the bottom right-hand side of the card.  One card is taped to the 
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back of the artwork and one card is used when the artwork is displayed.  When the wall 
card is displayed is located on the lower righthand corner of the artwork.   (Artist must 
make these using the template on the website.) Wall cards must be readable from 5 feet.  

12. 8x10 or smaller art may have an easel and/or stand for shelf display. It should be clearly 
stated if it is or is not included with the piece.   

13. The following acrylic holders are what is required when wall artist display prints, etc. 
https://cleardisplays.com/by-use/magazines/print-bin-small-8814/ 
https://cleardisplays.com/by-use/misc/calendars/clear-acrylic-print-bin-large-8815/ 

 
All Artwork: 

1. All artworks set into frames shall be securely fastened to their frames.  
2. Glued objects shall be free of glue drips and glue stains. 
3. Glue joints shall be free of gaps. 
4. Welds shall be free of slag and other by-products. 
5. Fastened joints shall be free of gaps and polished. 
6. Assemblies shall not be corroded or tarnished unless part of the art. 
7. Metal surfaces shall be free of tooling unless part of the art. 
8. Items with painted or other finishes shall be free of drips, sags, and other finish defects 

unless a feature of the item. 
 

Presentation: 
1. Glass and wood shelves must remain clean from dust and soil. 
2. Glass enclosures (inside & out) and shelves need to remain free of fingerprints, streaks 

and dust. 
 

 
  



April 2025 
 

Artisan Workmanship Standards 
Jury Guidelines for Current Artists 

 
New Medium  

1. A medium is a substance the artist works with i.e.: acrylic paint, silver, ceramics, leather, 
beads, copper, etc.  

2. If an artist wishes to add an item to the gallery and it is a new medium for the artist will 
complete the application form and submit photos to the jury committee for approval. The 
jury committee may request to see the physical artwork.  

 
 
New Product  

1. A product is an item that is offered for sale.  
2. If an artist wishes to add a new product to the gallery, the artist will complete the 

application form, submit photos AND the physical product to the Jury Committee for 
approval.  

3. Artists wanting to add reproductions of their approved artwork on prints, magnets, 
coasters, notecards, journals, keychains, bookmarks and luggage tags.  No Jury Process is 
Required.  

4. Reproductions on products not listed above will need Jury Committee Approval. 
 
 
New Substrate    WALL ARTISTS ONLY 

1. A substrate is the underlying layer the artist works on including canvas, metal, ceramics, 
wood, plexiglass, paper, glass. 

2. Wall artists may create wall artwork in their approved medium on any substrate listed 
above. No Jury Process is Required.  

 
 
Composition/Subject   WALL ARTISTS ONLY 

1. Composition is defined as the arrangement of elements within a work of art.  
2. Subject is defined as the main focus object in the work of art.  
3. Wall artists may create artwork (in their approved medium) depicting any subject or 

composition. No Jury Process is Required. [Note: We reserve the right to not display any 
artwork which may be deemed offensive or objectionable.] 
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Artisan Jury Committees – Score Sheets 
Directions for Score Sheet 

 
The scoring criteria, in conjunction with the Workmanship Standards, is to be used when considering 
artwork presented by a prospective or current Associate or Consignor. When applying for membership, 
an artist must submit all the various forms of artwork that they would like to sell at Artisans. When a 
current Associate or Consignor wants to add a different type of medium or product that the Jury 
Committee has not previously approved, an application must be submitted, and these criteria will be used 
to evaluate the artwork.  
 

Directions: 
1. Obtain a copy of the Artisan Jury Committee Master Score Sheet.  Complete the information at 

the top (today’s date, name of artist, item to be juried). 

2. Review the artist’s submitted paperwork for the item(s) to be juried. 

3. Examine the actual artwork. 

4. Find the appropriate mediums standards (glass, jewelry, painting, photography, etc.,).  View the 

standards in relationship to the artwork. 

5. On the Artisan Jury Committee Master Score Sheet, score the artwork according to the related 

medium criteria. 

6. Add any comments you feel are necessary. 

7. Record the total score and date you notified the Jury Committee Chairperson. 

8. Use your phone to take a photograph and send to the Jury Committee Chairperson.  (Note: using 

the store’s phone will make your decision available for others to view if both the photo and text 

message are not deleted.)  Follow-up by replying to the original email.   

9. Place the completed form into the file folder in the third drawer of the file cabinet.    

10. Jury Committee Chairperson:   

a. Add ‘Total Scores’ from all jury members for final results.  This total is then divided by 

the number of participating jury members.  To pass the jury process the artwork must 

have a minimum overall score of: 24 with no rounding-up from a lower score. 

b. Notify artist of the final results. 

c. If an applicant does not meet expectations, explanation of lower scores can be expressed 

by utilizing the criteria and or comments. 

d. Results must be kept on file for future inquiries.  File the final results with the other 

committee’s paperwork.   

e. Notify the individual responsible for keeping the ‘Artisans Jury Committee 
Decisions/Approvals’ updated for the website.   
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Artisan Jury Committee 
Master Score Sheet for Artwork 

 
Today’s Date: ___________________________________ 
 
Name of artist: __________________________________   Item to be juried: _____________________________________    
 
Jury Committee members must refer to each mediums Artisan’s Workmanship Standards when reviewing a submission.  Each 
member uses the score sheet for submissions and submits the total score to the Jury Committee Chairperson.  The completed 
form to a folder in the file cabinet.  When communicating the total score to the Jury Chairperson, you can send by text 
message and then follow-up through the original email, do not send to all the committee members. 
 
Rate on a scale of 1 - 5 
1. Clearly unacceptable 
2. Below Artisans Standards 
3. Not available (a middle of the road score = not desirable for Artisans) 
4. Clearly above the norm 
5. Excellent 
 

Criteria Scores 
1 2 3 4 5 

Handmade: Originally designed and produced by the applicant using 
hands and tools.  Artwork may not come from a ‘kit’ or must not be 
buy-sell or buy-assemble-sell.  80% of the finished item must be 
attributed to the artist. 

     

Technical Difficulty: The item must show a high degree of 
craftsmanship and experience with materials, beyond basic or 
intermediate skills. 

     

Craftmanship: Work should be produced without technical flaws. Work 
should be extremely well-finished.  The item must be of high-quality 
materials and constructed using high-quality handmade techniques. 

     

Design: Should show excellent composition as determined by the 
medium’s Workmanship Standards.  

     

Originality: Must be distinctive, recognizable as belonging to that artist 
not work that is designed or copywritten by another.   

     

Cohesive: Multiple pieces that are related by a similar technique to 
create unity.  

     

Total of each column      

Presentation: Artwork should be showcased in a professional and visually appealing manner that aligns 
with similar works. Any required props, displays, or stands should fit seamlessly and safely within the 
available space, ensuring they do not intrude upon or detract from other artist’s work. Will there be any 
issue displaying this artwork?       Circle one:        No              Yes – explain in comments 

Other considerations: Is the artwork similar to artwork in the store?  Is the price point of the artwork 
within the expectations of our customers?  Is the artwork subject matter sellable?  Artisans will not 
accept artworks whose design is copywritten by another.  Note:  We reserve the right to not display any 
artwork which may be deemed offensive or objectionable.  
Comments: 

 
Total Score: ______________   Notified Jury Committee Chairperson: _______________ 
                 m/d/y 
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Artisan Jury Committee 
3D Products Score Sheet 

 
3D Art is the process of making art using fabric, clay, wood, gourds, or another medium to create something beautiful and 
tangible. 
 
Rate on a scale of 1 - 5 
1. Clearly unacceptable 
2. Below Artisans Standards 
3. Not available (a middle of the road score = not desirable for Artisans) 
4. Clearly above the norm 
5. Excellent 
 

Criteria Scores 
1 2 3 4 5 

Handmade: All original works must be handmade by the Artist, where ‘handmade’ means 
artist-produced using hands and tools.  Works must not be buy-sell or buy-assemble-sell. 

     

Technical Difficulty: The item must be of high-quality materials and constructed using 
high-quality handmade techniques. 

     

Craftmanship: The item must show a high degree of craftsmanship and experience with 
materials.  
Pottery: Cracks are not acceptable in functional pottery, especially at the juncture of 
handles added to pots.  Cracking is acceptable if it is inherent in the design of sculptural 
pieces.  Crazing on raku items is acceptable.  Warpage that interferes with a lid fitting or 
an ability to stand straight is unacceptable.  Slight warpage on an open shape like a mug 
or flowerpot is acceptable.  Sharp or rough areas must be smoothed or ground off by the 
artist before they enter our gallery. Glazes with lead, barium, or radium are not acceptable.  
Pots that are very heavy at the bottom are a result of poor throwing skills.  An even 
balance is a goal of well-thrown pottery. Art is valuable when it is signed, including 
pottery and sculpture. Specks of iron exist in clay and do not show up until pots are fired, 
causing “Iron Spotting”.  It is not considered a problem.  Each piece of dishware such as 
bowls, plates, platters, trays etc. must be clearly marked as either food, dishwasher, 
microwave, or oven safe or decorative use only. 
Fabric: Thread/yarn ends should be securely and inconspicuously woven into or 
otherwise secured to the back of the art piece.  Decorative fringe is an exception to this, or 
if the yarn ends are a design element of the piece.  Fringe should be securely knotted so as 
not to come loose during normal usage of a piece.  Fringe should also be evenly trimmed, 
unless it is a design element to be uneven.  Seams should be neatly finished using even 
stitches.  When working with multiple-colored yarns (stripes or other patterns), the color 
not being worked should be neatly carried up the side of the piece, or across the back in 
such a way that there are not long floats that can be caught and pulled.  Fiber content 
should be indicated for pieces not intended for display only, i.e. cotton, wool, acrylic, etc.  
Cleaning instructions should be included for pieces not intended for display only, i.e., 
machine wash, tumble dry, line dry, dry clean only, etc.  If a piece is intended for young 
children, embellishments should be embroidered i.e., sewn-on buttons or beads that can be 
swallowed and choked on and shouldn’t be used.  “Safety eyes” are also not safe for small 
children.  If used, items need to be marked as appropriate for children over 3 years old.    
Items with long cords are a safety hazard for infants and small children.  If used, items 
need to be marked as appropriate for older children.   Stuffed pieces should be securely 
sewn, and lined if necessary, so that stuffing doesn’t leak out.  Child safety notes come 
from U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission: https://cpsc-d8-media-
prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/pdfs/blk_pdf_281.pdf  
Wood: Finishes with painted or other finishes shall be free of drips, sags, and other finish 
defects unless a feature of the item. Items must not be left with visible tool marks unless 
tool marks are a feature of the piece. Glue joints shall be free of gaps and glued objects 
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shall be free of glue drips and glue stains.  Nails and other metal and plastic fasteners shall 
not be exposed. Metal items such as hinges and other shall be free of corrosion unless  
corrosion is a design feature.  Products must not have sharp or rough areas.  The base of 
the artwork which will sit on a shelf must be flat and even. Must be clearly marked as to 
type of wood and if it is either food, dishwasher, microwave, or oven safe or decorative use 
only. 
Design: Artwork and colors are pleasing.      
Originality: The artwork must not be similar in design to another artist currently at 
Artisans. Works must be originally designed and created.  Works may not come from a 
‘kit’.  Member shall not exhibit any works whose design is copywritten by another.  
Member is solely responsible for any claim of copyright infringement. 

     

Cohesive: Taking the artist’s total collection, each piece has similar techniques, tone and 
style to create unity. 

     

Total of each column      

Presentation: See ‘Additional Criteria’ for ‘Wall Art’ standards.    
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Artisan Jury Committee 
Glass Products Score Sheet 

 
Glass art refers to individual works of art that are substantially or wholly made of glass. 
 
Rate on a scale of 1 - 5 
1. Clearly unacceptable 
2. Below Artisans Standards 
3. Not available (a middle of the road score = not desirable for Artisans) 
4. Clearly above the norm 
5. Excellent 
 

Criteria Scores 
1 2 3 4 5 

Handmade: Originally designed and produced by the applicant using hands and tools; not 
machine made.  80% of the finished item must be attributed to the artist.  A handmade 
item may have a commercially produced component, such as, hooks, hanging loops, 
stands, as long as it is not the sum of the design.   

     

Technical Difficulty: Glass pieces are expected to exhibit a professional skilled quality 
finish.  The following examples are assumed to be comprised of 100% glass, excluding 
frames or stands: fused glass art panels tabletop or hanging; painted fused glass décor 
panels tabletop or hanging; fused glass sculptures; fused glass bowls, plates, trays, dishes, 
vases – decorative and functional; fused glass candle votives and screens; fused glass 
plant stakes; fused glass suncatchers; 3D fused glass castings (hearts, butterflies, flowers, 
dragonflies etc.) 

     

Craftmanship: Rough edges, sharp projections, scratches, chips or unintentional cracks or 
observable glue are not acceptable.   Unsightly blemishes and flaws resulting from poor 
studio practices such as "devitrified" cloudy areas and uneven / lopsided shapes are not 
acceptable.  Stained glass products must be well constructed with strong solder joins with 
smooth edges and free of tarnish unless it has a patina as part of the design.  Finish must 
be free of burrs and/or sharp edges. 

     

Design: The total design must be an artistically designed and esthetically pleasing.  Each 
piece of dishware such as bowls, plates, platters, trays etc. must be clearly marked as either 
food, dishwasher, microwave, or oven safe or decorative use only.  Glass items on display 
without a stand must be stable enough to rest in a safe, secure and balanced manner on the 
shelf. Stained glass with hooks and hanging loops must be well attached and substantial 
enough to safely support the size and weight of the glass. 

     

Originality: Must be distinctive, recognizable as belonging to that artist not work that is 
designed or copywritten by another.   

     

Cohesive: Multiple pieces that are related by a similar technique to create unity.       
Total of each column      

Presentation: Display components must be in good repair and free from soil and lint. Stands must have smooth edges that 
will not mar furniture.  If displays are set on top of a glass case, the display must have protection on the bottom or display 
pads, to protect the glass.  The stands used to display glass items must be of quality construction and substantial enough to 
firmly and safely support the weight and size of the glass.  See ‘Additional Criteria’ for ‘Wall Art’ standards.    
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Artisan Jury Committee 
Jewelry Products Score Sheet 

 
Jewelry consists of decorative items worn for personal adornment, such as, but not limited to, necklaces, rings, bracelets, 
earrings, brooches (pins), cufflinks.  Jewelry may be attached to the body or the clothes.   
 
Rate on a scale of 1 - 5 
1. Clearly unacceptable 
2. Below Artisans Standards 
3. Not available (a middle of the road score = not desirable for Artisans) 
4. Clearly above the norm 
5. Excellent 
 

Criteria Scores 
1 2 3 4 5 

Handmade: Originally designed and produced by the applicant using hands and 
tools; not machine made.  80% of the finished item must be attributed to the 
artist.  A handmade item may have a commercially produced component, such 
as, pre-made chains, clasps, ear wires, bezels and jump rings, as long as it is not 
the sum of the design.  Jewelry items are produced and sold exclusively by those 
who have been approved and juried-in as jewelry artists. 

     

Technical Difficulty: Soldered join and seams must be free of gaps.  Finish must 
be free of burrs and/or sharp edges. Metals need to be free of tarnish. Where 
appropriate, metals need to be polished (includes clasps and ear wires). Faceted 
stones, cabochons and beads must be free from defects (unless part of design).  

     

Craftmanship: Products must be free of observable solder and glue.  
The total design must be free from flaws, such as, missing or chipped beads or 
stones; uneven or unsecured stiches.  

     

Design: Example of metals that can be used: sterling silver, fine silver, 
Argentium® silver, silver plated, copper, brass, bronze, titanium, niobium, gold, 
gold filled or plated, white gold, rose gold, bi-metal, stainless steel, rhodium 
plated, palladium plated, platinum. Examples of beads that can be used, but are 
not limited to: stone, metal, bone, wood, glass, seed, paper beads and shell. 
Other items which can be used in jewelry by the jewelry artists, but are not 
limited to: resin, polymer clay, ceramic clay, natural wool felt, felt, leather, ultra 
suede. The total design must be an artistically designed and esthetically pleasing. 

     

Originality: Must be distinctive, recognizable as belonging to that artist not work 
that is designed or copywritten by another.  Each piece of jewelry must have a 
tag that indicates the materials utilized (i.e., base metals, stones, cabochons, 
beads, fabric).   

     

Cohesive: Multiple pieces that are related by a similar technique to create unity.       
Total of each column      

Presentation: Display components (for necklaces, bracelets, rings, earrings, risers, etc.) must be in good repair and free from 
soil and lint. If displays are set on top of a glass jewelry case, the display must have protection on the bottom or display pads, 
to protect the glass.  Jewelry may not be displayed in boxes with cotton inserts. Each jewelry artist must have an available 
supply of appropriate packaging in their bin for customers. Packaging, such as, jewelry gift boxes, organza, cotton, burlap 
and/or nylon tie pouches. 
Examples of additional items (but not limited to) which may be produced by Jewelry Artists utilizing materials listed within 
the Jewelry Standards: small containers, barrettes, pins (i.e., lapel, hat), bookmarkers, keychains, ornaments. 
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Artisan Jury Committee 
Painting Products Score Sheet 

 
Mediums: - oil, watercolor, acrylic, gouache, pastel, drawings, charcoal, pencil  
 
Rate on a scale of 1 - 5 
1. Clearly unacceptable 
2. Below Artisans Standards 
3. Not available (a middle of the road score = not desirable for Artisans) 
4. Clearly above the norm 
5. Excellent 
 

Criteria Scores 
1 2 3 4 5 

Handmade: Originally designed and hand-produced by the applicant using paints, brushes, 
knives or other instruments and tools.  Artwork does not come from a kit, workshop or 
pre-printed. 

     

Technical Difficulty: Compare the artwork to other art viewed in that medium before - 
decide whether this artist is more talented than others you've viewed.  View all the 
artwork on display by the artist, some may be more impressive than others or appear 
better produced and may give an idea of one or two that are the best in the group.  Look at 
each work of art itself.  Are they individually consistent?  Are there places where you can 
see odd markings compared to another area within the same piece? Sometimes art may 
look rushed or strange, but if it is created in a similar fashion throughout the entire piece 
then the effect is most likely intentional.  If not, then that work may not be as good as 
some others that are more intentionally cohesive. 

     

Craftmanship: Does the painting show technical skill and attention to detail.  Does the 
artist show proficiency in various mediums, techniques and materials in creating one-of-a-
kind pieces.  Does the art tell a story, evoke emotions and connect with people on a deeper 
level. 

     

Design: How do all the components of a painting come together to appear unified.  
Separate sections of an artwork can appear cohesive or disjointed based on how the artist 
used different elements in an image. There are 4-keys to look for. 1. Use of repetition or 
repeating elements in a painting can create a sense of unity and reinforce the overall 
composition.  This can be as simple as repeating a shape or color throughout the painting.  
2. Establish a color palette.  Using a color palette at the beginning allows one to ensure 
that the colors will be in harmony.  3. Balance the elements:  this can be achieved through 
the use of symmetrical or asymmetrical compositions or through careful placement of 
elements in the painting.  4. View as a whole artwork: step back and look at the overall 
effect created.   

     

Originality: Uniqueness - Does the art explore new subjects or old subjects in a way that 
hasn't been done before? When you look at the art, what, if anything is different in the 
work from all the other art you've viewed.  If something is different, does that unique 
quality distract from or enhance the art.  Look for art that stands out from the crowd but 
doesn't use gimmicks or cause distractions.  The work must be unique to the artist and not 
copied from another artist or teacher workshop. 

     

Cohesive: Do all the elements work together to create a cohesive composition with a 
strong sense of unity and balance?  

     

Total of each column      
Presentation:  
See ‘Additional Criteria’ for ‘Wall Art’ standards.    

 
 

(See page 2)  
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Addendum:  
There are 5-levels of art.  1. Purely representational art: made simply for visual appeal, with no deeper intent.  2. Art that 
references other art: it tips its hat to some other work, possibly providing a fresh perspective or continuing a conversation 
another artist started.  3. Art that tells a story or evokes a specific emotion: this art that might cause you to understand, 
empathize or feel what is being depicted.  4.  Art that makes a statement: actively promoting a cause or bringing attention to 
an issue that is important to the artist.  5. Art that is an allegory or metaphor: contains more than one meaning. It uses 
symbolic imagery or deals with more intangible human issues, and yet the artwork should still work as a visually appealing 
creation. 
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Artisan Jury Committee 
Photography Products Score Sheet 

 
Photography is the process of capturing light to create an image. This is done through the use of a camera, either film or 
digital.  
 
Rate on a scale of 1 - 5 
1. Clearly unacceptable 
2. Below Artisans Standards 
3. Not available (a middle of the road score = not desirable for Artisans) 
4. Clearly above the norm 
5. Excellent 
 

Criteria Scores 
1 2 3 4 5 

Handmade: The use of image software (i.e. Photoshop, Lightroom, ON1, Luminar, etc.) to 
edit or enhance original images is acceptable. This includes composites, textures, artistic 
filters, removing objects, removing digital noise, etc.   
For the purpose of creating photographic standards for Artisans, an image created entirely 
using AI (Artificial Intelligence) is not to be considered a photograph. An image which is 
completely AI generated should be considered to be a different medium from photography 
(such as Graphic Art or Digital Art, etc.). The naming of the medium should be 
determined by Artisans (Board and/or Jury Committee). 

     

Technical Difficulty: The image is clear and in focus (not blurry unless it seems to be 
intentional and/or the artistic style of the photographer), Image has corrected exposure 
(not too dark or too light), Photographic prints are of high quality and resolution, Image is 
free from/has low noise (“Luminance noise appears as grainy black and white spots in an 
image. Color noise appears as colorful dots or pixels.” Adobe), If there is a horizon in the 
photographic print, that horizon is level. 

     

Craftmanship: A significant amount of skill and work should be evident in the creation of 
the photographic artwork. This is shown by the nature of the subject matter, by the clarity 
and definition of the artwork even in larger sizes and by the choice of composition or 
style. 

     

Design: Subject matter, colors and composition are pleasing.      
Originality: Photographic style is different from existing photographic artists at Artisans.      
Cohesive: Taking the artist’s total collection, each image has similar techniques, tone and 
style to create unity. 

     

Total of each column      

Presentation: See ‘Additional Criteria’ for ‘Wall Art’ standards.    
 
 
 


